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NEWS RELEASE
FUNERAL SERVICES SLATED FOR THE REV. THEODORE KOEHLER,
FOUNDER OF UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON'S MARIAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE
DAYTON, Ohio -Funeral services for the Rev. Theodore A. Koehler, S.M., 89, founder
of the International Marian Research Institute at the University of Dayton, will be held at 5 p.m.
Friday, May 18, in the Immaculate Conception Chapel on campus. Burial will follow at Mount
St. John Cemetery, 4435 Patterson Road.
Koehler died Tuesday, May 15, at Miami Valley Hospital, after sustaining a fall. He was
a member of the Society of Mary for 73 years.
Born in Strasbourg, France, on June 23, 1911, Koehler professed his first vows in 1928
and his perpetual vows in 1935 in Strasbourg. He was ordained a priest in Fribourg,
Switzerland, in 1941. From 1944 to 1952, he was professor of philosophy at the Institution
Sainte-Marie, a Marianist school in Paris. In 1954 he began a long tenure as professor of
Mariology and spirituality at the Marianist International Seminary, Regina, Mundi, in Fribourg.
In 1969 Koehler was appointed director of the Marian Library at the University of
Dayton. Under his leadership it achieved international status. Today, it holds the world's
largest collection of material about Mary, the mother of Jesus. In 1975 he established the
International Marian Research Institute, which grants licentiates and doctorate degrees in
Mariology.
He retired as president of the institute in 1986 and director of the Marian Library in
1987. He continued his research on Mary, directed dissertations and taught. He contributed
many scholarly articles on Mary to academic journals in the U.S and Europe.
He was a member and an officer of several learned societies, including the Mariological
Society of America. He was the recipient of several major awards, including the President's
Patronal Medal from the Catholic University of America (1976), the honorary degree of
doctorate of humane letters from the University of Dayton (1987) and the degree of doctor of
theology with a specialization in Mariology from the Marianum (1988).
"Father Koehler, in terms of legacy, will be remembered for how he positioned the
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Marian Library as a pre-eminent international source for materials on Mary, the mother of
Jesus," said Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., president of UD.
Fitz added, "Father Koehler was a superb scholar in the classical sense. He was also a
very gentle and warm person who was willing to greet and meet anyone on campus."
"Alsatian before being French, and French in spite of having been stationed in Dayton 30
years, I am first and foremost Marianist," Koehler wrote in a 2000 Marianist directory.
Koehler also described himself as an "enlightened devotee of Mary and indefatigable
researcher of her vestiges and ways. And I have a secret passion for micro-chips and
megabytes."
"One wouldn't expect a French medievalist to be on the forefront of technology- but he
was," said the Rev. Thomas Thompson, director of the Marian Library. "He had a beautiful
way of absorbing the world around him, and was able to adapt to the changes in the church
and society in a way I found inspirational."
Marian librarian Brother William Fackovec, S.M., said Koehler "was an industrious
researcher and never let any grass grow under him. He was always receptive to new things. He
was one of the first people who saw the necessity of the computer before it was popular."
He is survived by his sister, Mathilde Koehler of France; his cousin, Madeline Binder of
Staten Island, NY; and several nephews.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Marian Library at the University of Dayton.
The address: Marian Library /IMRI, University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio 45469-1390.
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